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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Spring & Summer Camp open to kids 
ages 7-17. Advance reservations 
required. *Ask about our locals discount.*

Combine the beauty of the 
mountains with a complete 

horseback experience 

Horse   Camp 
Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, 

Large Empty Lot Mowing

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
            Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 

Tank Repair & Install 
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet, GMC, Buick •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net

LICENSED AND INSURED
SALES, SERVICE, INSTALL

SOUTHERN HVAC, LLC

706-400-2574
HEATING & COOLING 

SPECIALIST

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

706-897-0411

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel, 
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing, 

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements
No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated
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friends that she completed her 
undergraduate education with 
such high distinction.

Fu r t he rm or e ,  Todd 
earned a minor in Latin 
American Studies from the 
prestigious university while 
maintaining a sub-focus in 
Molecular Biology and being 
a pre-medical student.

I n  add i t i on  t o  he r 
com prehens ive  s t ud i e s , 
Todd participated in various 
extracurricular activities, 
including the Princeton Pre-
Medical Society, GlobeMed, 
the Princeton Rock Climbing 
Team, and El Centro volunteer 
classes teaching English as a 
second language.

A lifelong piano player, 
Todd somehow managed 
to find the time to continue 
private piano lessons through 
the university’s Department 
of Music, and she broadened 
both her personal and academic 
horizons by taking advantage 
of multiple study-abroad 
opportunities at Princeton.

Having always been 
fascinated wi th  Spanish 
language and cultures, it made 
sense for Todd that, time and 
again throughout her college 
career, she found herself drawn 
to Latin America.

She studied in Argentina 
the summer of 2016; conducted 
traditional medicine field 
research during a medical 
internship in Peru after her 
second year; and journeyed 
as a senior to Ecuador on a 
medical mission trip with her 
Spanish class.

Todd wrote her senior 
t h e s i s  o n  r e s e a r c h  s h e 
conducted about genetic Early-
Onset Alzheimer’s Disease 
in Medellín, Colombia, for 
which she received Princeton’s 
Ricardo Piglia Best Senior 
Thesis Prize, and ultimately, 
her wanderings helped her to 
realize a greater appreciation 
for people who are far from 
home but never far from her 
heart.

“I traveled to places that 
many Americans would think 
were ‘Third World’ countries, 
to use the outdated term, but 
I found some of the happiest, 
hard-working and loving people 
there,” Todd said.

In July, Todd will begin a 
yearlong Project 55 Fellowship 
with the Coalition for Hispanic 
Family Services in Brooklyn, 
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Princeton graduate Rachel Todd, left, during one of her many 
Latin America study abroad opportunities in recent years.

New York, during which time 
she will apply to medical 
school with a fall 2020 start 
date in mind.

And though she hasn’t 
decided on a medical specialty 
yet, Todd does know – as she 
always has – that she wants to 
be a doctor.

“For me, the Spanish and 
medicine pieces fit together 
largely because of the growing 
population of Latinos in the 
U.S.,” said Todd. “Not only 
has my major specifically 
prepared me to work with 
them, but it has also taught 
me to be more tolerant of 
difference and to consider the 
cultural, socioeconomic and 
psychological aspects of a 
patient along with the biological 
symptoms.”

Todd credi ts  Union 
County Schools with laying 
the basic groundwork for her 
education, though she said 
what really compelled her to 
succeed under the pressure of 
a Princeton-level course load 
was her strong work ethic and 
fear of failure.

Of course, education is a 
core value in the Todd Family. 
Rachel’s mother, Cynthia, 
is a fourth-grade teacher at 
Union County Elementary, 
and her father, Phillip, has 
done contracting work with 
institutions like the National 
Science Foundation.

“My mom always pushed 
me to be better, study harder 
and get better grades when 
I was younger,” said Todd. 
“That drive has been constant 
throughout college, but now it 

comes from myself rather than 
from my parents.

“She  a l so  s t r e s sed 
the importance of being an 
independent, self-sustaining 
woman, so I carry that self-
preservation aspect with me. 
Dad always said B’s were 
good enough, so he was a good 
balance to my mom. He helped 
keep things in perspective.”

Her sister, Hannah, is a 
rising junior at Union County 
High, and as someone who has 
been to faraway places and 
experienced more of what life 
has to offer, Todd has some 
worldly advice for Hannah and 
her young peers.

“Try out new activities 
and subjects and find things that 
motivate you to get up every 
morning,” said Todd. “Educate 
yourself, check the validity of 
your information sources, and 
don’t just fall back on your 
parents’ political, social or 
religious beliefs.

“True faith and love come 
from you actively choosing 
what to follow and knowing 
why you follow it. Be kind and 
show grace to others; it doesn’t 
cost anything to do so, and it 
makes life a bit easier. Value 
yourself enough to find your 
highest use and happiness as a 
human being.”

Following her  June 
4 graduation, the Princeton 
graduate returned briefly to 
Blairsville, where she received 
a warm welcome home from 
her family and friends in a 
special celebration at the Union 
County Community Center on 
Saturday, June 15.

those in attendance what each 
of their divisions within the 
organization focuses on and 
how it benefits the community, 
and they fielded questions from 
those in attendance.

Many of the questions 
t ha t  we re  a sked  a t  t he 
meeting revolved around 
senior transportation, living 
arrangements and healthcare.

“You find many people 
giving up their own homes 
because they cannot continue 
to do work in the yard on their 
lawn, to pick up the garbage, or 
whatever,” said event attendee 
Patricia Hanks. “I think it would 
be nice if they could categorize 
a bunch of people who have a 
talent for doing these things to 
give us a Senior Center rate, so 
that more people could afford to 
maintain their homes.”

A n o t h e r  c o n c e r n 
expressed in the meeting dealt 
with the issue of some seniors 
actually wanting to downgrade 
their living arrangements for 
something more manageable but 
not being able to find anything 
due to a lack of affordable 
senior living.

Some in at tendance 
suggested creating a sort of 
retirement community that 
provides for senior needs and 
gives them access to services 
at a more affordable rate, as 
well as having people that can 
help those who need more 
transportation due to health 
issues.

The main transportation 
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The June 10 public meeting at the Senior Center was a well-attended event.    
       Photo by Jarrett Whitener

concern falls on transportation 
during the weekend, when it is 
harder to find a local service that 
will take non-driving seniors to 
their homes or wherever they 
may need.

Each of these concerns 
and thoughts was taken into 
account by Legacy Link 
personnel, and they hope to 
work toward finding solutions 
to some of the issues identified 
that day.

“I think the meeting was 
very beneficial to the Senior 
Center and the community,” 
said Union County Senior 
Center Director Kathy Hill. 
“You can tell them all day long 
about these programs, but when 
they sit with these people and 
listen to what they can do and 
how they can help, they feel 
more comfortable and closer 
to the programs.”

And Patricia Hanks 
agreed wholeheartedly.

“I feel it is very necessary 
for the seniors to have this 
input,” said Hanks. “The 

reason is, we brought all of 
our families up, but now we 
don’t have anyone to look out 
for us but ourselves, and this 
is the way we can look out for 
ourselves.

“All  that  input was 
excellent. The next time you 
come, you will find 10 more 
things to put in there, and that’s 
how this is going to grow.”

For more information 
on the programs offered at the 
Senior Center, visit LegacyLink.
org, or call the Senior Center at 
706-439-6105.

United Daughters of the 
Confederacy Smith’s Legion 
#2699 meet the 4th Saturday 
of each month, 11 a.m. at G 
and G Restaurant on Highway 
515 in Blairsville, GA. NT(Jun19,Z2)CA

United Daughters 
of the Confederacy
Smith’s Legion


